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In what is going to be an ongoing thing, in mid-June the Pentagon released a list of “Superior
Suppliers” to the U.S. Navy. This is the first  list; there will be other lists for suppliers of the
other military services. The ranking of Pentagon suppliers was announced a year ago, as part of
Better Buying Power 2.1. We noted it right here .

Those contractors on the lists are (theoretically) going to be rewarded, while those not on the
list ... not so much. It is unclear what rewards are in  store for the top tier of Navy suppliers
but, in the original announcement, Mr. Kendall stated, “DCAA has agreed to coordinate the
results of the  low-risk sampling initiative as a potential incentive element of DoD plans to
implement a SSIP [Superior Supplier Incentive Program]. DCAA has agreed to  work with the
Navy to incorporate low-risk sampling into the SSIP and will provide a recommendation on
incorporating low-risk sampling into the DoD SSIP  incentives for presentation to the BSIG
[Business Senior Integration Group] by October 1, 2013.” We do not know the actual content of
DCAA’s input to the BSIG, or if they met the deadline.

Government Executive speculated that the intent of the ranking is to “spark competition” — as if
those contractors didn’t already compete with cutthroat ruthlessness over the few MDAP
opportunities available to them in these sequestered times. The GovExec article is  worth

reading

So who are the top Navy suppliers? According to the article, the cream of the cream is as
follows:



http://www.apogeeconsulting.biz/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=861:bbp-21-pentagon-to-review-and-modify-contractor-profit-policies&amp;catid=1:latest-news&amp;Itemid=55
http://www.govexec.com/contracting/2014/06/pentagon-ranks-top-suppliers-spark-competition-among-contractors/86473/?oref=govexec_today_nl
http://www.govexec.com/contracting/2014/06/pentagon-ranks-top-suppliers-spark-competition-among-contractors/86473/?oref=govexec_today_nl
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General Dynamics Combat Systems

General Dynamics Marine Systems

General Electric Aviation

Lockheed Mission Systems and Training

MHSCo Sikorsky Lockheed Partnership

Northrop Grumman Aerospace Systems

Raytheon Integrated Defense Systems

Raytheon Intelligence, Information and Services

Rolls-Royce Defence Aerospace
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Following in the next tier are:

BAE Electronic Systems

BAE Systems Land and Armaments

Bell Helicopter

Boeing Military Aircraft

General Dynamics Information Systems and Technology

Ingalls Shipbuilding

Exelis

L-3 Communication Electronic Systems
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Northrop Grumman Electronic Systems

Raytheon Missile Systems

Raytheon Space and Airborne Systems

Rockwell Collins Simulation

And finally, the third tranche is:

ATK Defense

Austal USA

Bell Boeing Joint Project Office

Lockheed Martin Aeronautics
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Lockheed Martin Space Systems

Navistar Defense

Newport News Shipbuilding

Sikorsky

UTC Propulsion and Aerospace Systems

Those not on the list are not “top Navy suppliers” and, really, it is only those in the first tier that
would seem to have any ability to  capitalize on their status. Importantly, Mr. Kendall promised
nothing and it would seem to be more about branding than anything else. If there isa tangible
benefit to being the creme de la créme, it remains to be seen.

In the meantime, congratulations to the Top Navy Suppliers. Fair winds and following seas.
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